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Law enforcement members take to the rooftops for Special Olympics 

VICTORIA, B.C. – From April 29 to May 1, Greater Victoria law enforcement personnel will head 
to the heights for the Free the Fuzz roof sit, a Law Enforcement Torch Run event in support of 
Special Olympics BC to be held at the Uptown shopping centre in Saanich. 

For three days, three law enforcement officers will camp out on scaffolding while members of 

Central Saanich Police Services, the Saanich Police Department, Oak Bay Police Department, 

and Victoria Police Department collect donations from the community to “free the fuzz” and raise 

funds for Special Olympics. 

The LETR is a global movement that raises vital funds and awareness for Special Olympics. 

Since 1990, the BC LETR have been dedicated supporters of SOBC with LETR members 

around the province leading a variety of fundraising events throughout the year, raising more 

than $3 million to date.  

Free the Fuzz will kick off on Friday, April 29, with Special Olympics athletes and law 

enforcement members marching together into the shopping centre at 5 p.m. 

The fundraiser will include a raffle, dunk tank, kids’ art class, hotdogs and beverages by 
donation, live music, and K9 and Greater Victoria Emergency Response Team demonstrations. 

“We accomplished so much last year with the return of our Free the Fuzz event. The community 

rallied around our athletes and gave donations to help us meet and exceed our goal, and this 

year we have made the event even bigger and better,” event organizer Cst. Lisa Bruschetta of 

the Saanich PD said. “One of the best things about doing this fundraiser is seeing the Special 

Olympics athletes interact with the community, and how proud they are to be part of such a 

great team. These athletes overcome challenges every day and succeed in their endeavors. I 

look up to them, and to me they are truly heroes.” 

Greater Victoria law enforcement members provide year-round support to Special Olympics BC 

through the LETR. Over the last five years members of the Victoria PD have made generous 

donations to support SOBC athletes through their overtime hours.  

The annual Victoria Law Enforcement Torch Run will take place on June 18. Law enforcement 

personnel and SOBC athletes will come together to walk or run for five kilometres along the 

Galloping Goose Trail to raise funds and awareness for SOBC. 

Free the Fuzz: 

Dates: Friday, April 29 to Sunday, May 1 

Start time: Friday, April 29, 5 p.m. 

Location: Uptown shopping centre in Saanich 



More LETR information: www.specialolympics.bc.ca/letr 

Twitter: @BCLETR 

 

About the Law Enforcement Torch Run 

The Law Enforcement Torch Run was started in 1981 in Wichita, Kansas, by Police Chief 
Richard LaMunyon. Chief LaMunyon saw an urgent need to raise funds for and increase 
awareness of Special Olympics. He proposed the idea of police officers running in support of 
Special Olympics athletes, while raising financial contributions from fellow police officers, private 
individuals, and the business community.  

From this modest beginning, the Law Enforcement Torch Run has developed into an inspiring 
international movement, with Torch Runs being held in more than 30 countries, including 
Canada. The LETR has raised more than $500 million for Special Olympics programs around 
the world. 

About Special Olympics BC  

Special Olympics BC is dedicated to providing individuals with intellectual disabilities 
opportunities to enrich their lives and celebrate personal achievement through positive sport 
experiences. In 57 communities around the province, we provide year-round training and 
competitive opportunities in 18 different sports to more than 4,400 athletes of all ages and 
abilities, thanks to the dedicated efforts of over 3,400 volunteers.  

www.specialolympics.bc.ca  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/specialolympicsbc  
Twitter: @sobcsociety 

Contact: 

Eliot James 

Fundraising & Communications Coordinator 
Special Olympics BC 
Phone: 604.737.3042 

Email: ejames@specialolympics.bc.ca 
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